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Dear Members
Welcome to our Easter Edition of the G.S.D. News.
I hope you will all have a peaceful and enjoyable
Easter break. Remember to keep the chocolate
away from your dogs—along with the many other
Easter treats we have.
This issue has articles on the young and old
members of our dog fraternity.
Hope you enjoy them.
I am happy to be on school holidays as my home
is abuzz with little beasties—super little puppies
that I am raising—time wasters extraordinaire!!
Until next time—love your dog because they love
you regardless!!!!
Sadly we have said farewell to members of the association who will be greatly missed.
I speak of our Ground Manager at Headquarters the Quite Achiever Maurie Read who has
decided to go back to his home in Wodonga—I will miss you my special friend. I have
enjoyed working with and assisting Maurie with tasks around Headquarters—it will not be
the same without you. I can retire my mop and bucket now & hand over to someone new.
And Victoria is also gaining the Gallachers—sorry to see you leave over the past years we
have shared many happy memories at the shows, training oval and especially meetings—
Dennis always on hand for spicing up a meeting. On behalf of all the members we wish
you well and hope to catch up in Melbourne —stay in touch—love you guys.
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President’s Report for the Easter Edition
Well we have now returned to full training on Sundays and I would like to congratulate the members that
turned up every Wednesday at HQ for the night training. It was great to see the huge numbers there every
week and I am sure you are as pleased as I am to be back to daytime training.
I would like to particularly mention the members who train at our Otago Park, Craigie venue on Thursday
nights. I have attended the Thursday night training right through the period of night training and it has been
tremendous being able to spend so much time with our Northern Suburbs members. They are a great bunch
of people and I thank them for always making me feel welcome each week, I was also able to help Honey a
little by taking classes particularly during the socialisation classes and, occasionally, once we started full
training. I will miss my Thursday nights with you all and I look forward to catching up with you whenever
you attend our HQ for a graduation.
It is with deep regret that I have to inform the members that our Ground Manager, Maurie Read, has returned to Victoria to live due to family commitments. Maurie is one of the quiet achievers that we have
around the club, the members that quietly go about their work with a minimum of fuss but are always there
to help out when required. Maurie will be missed by his many friends in the club and on behalf of the Management Committee and members of the GSDA of WA (Inc) I thank him for his tremendous work over a
number of years and I offer him my personal thanks for the time and effort that he has put in over the years.
I sincerely hope that Maurie enjoys his time back home with his family and I have to say that Victoria’s gain
is definitely our loss. Take care mate and I hope we will meet up again sometime in the future.
We now need to look at finding a new Ground Manager and I ask the members to consider taking on the role
and if you are interested please submit an expression of interest to me either by e-mail on
marr.i41@bigpond.com or contact me by phone on 0435 751 346. If I get more than one expression of interest it will be put to the Management Committee for a decision, if there is only one expression of interest
then obviously that person would be offered the position and finally if there is no interest shown in the position then we will have to look at a roster to keep the grounds looking as good as they do at the moment until such time as a replacement can be found.
The State Breed Exhibition week-end is rapidly approaching and I wish all entrants, both in show and obedience, the very best of luck and I look forward to some great sportsmanship during the week-end. Remember, the dog you brought to the ground that you love dearly, is the same dog that you will take home after
the event regardless of what position it finishes in the event you entered.
Ian Marr - President

OUR FIRST AID LECTURE HELD AT HQ MARCH
Was a huge success—particularly pleasing was the interest from our younger members. They behaved
beautifully and asked some very clever questions. Thanks to Natalie for organising the event and to Katrin
for the expertise she brought with her to try and educate us.
Thanks to the Breakfast team—delish as always

If you are going to keep a dog outside—plant a tree instead
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Dear Members
For those who are new to the Association we would like to advise you that we
are sponsored by Mars Pet Foods and we have the opportunity to supply you
with your dog’s feeding requirements at a discounted price.
The savings you make on the purchase of 3 bags equals the price of an annual
membership. Well worth supporting us in rewarding our generous sponsors.
At Retail outlets these bags would cost you between $116 and $126 per bag
We have available for purchase
ADVANCE

20kgs

Active

$95.00

20kgs

Chicken

$95.00

20kgs

Large Puppy Growth

$95.00

Note these are usually only sold in 15kgs at retailers

ADVANCE

17kgs

Turkey and Rice

$85.00

Food is available at Headquarters when training is taking place.
Further enquiries to John Crace on
Mobile: 0417 493 110 or Email: crace.john@gmail.com
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ANIMALS SUCCESSFULLY BREED SURVEYED IN FEBRUARY 2015

*ICCARA LOVE ME TENDER

*JENTOL GABBYS OKITO

Sire: *Grandwest Malisas Gold Logie
Dam: *Vladimir Fetish
Owner/s – D & C Willis

Sire: *Nord. Ch. Fastie’s Elle Willy Wonka (Imp Nor)
Dam: *Ch. Jentol Crakas Giftothgab
Owner/s – S Smith

*SABARANBURG LIQUID ICE
Sire: *Ch Orrinshir Elton John)
Dam: *Ch Bruvic Kontiki
Owner/s – B & Mrs L Lubbock

*SEIGEN AVAS ANYA
Sire: *Seigen Suris Alfie
Dam: *Seigen Crunchies Ava
Owner/s – D & C Gallacher

PLEASE NOTE: At the recent National Council AGM the following motion was passed:
That the GSDCA BS1 Application for Breed Survey
Form be amended to accommodate and allow inclusion
of “Choice of Breed Surveyor” by the applicant."
THEREFORE, as at the 1st July, 2015, the Application for
Breed Survey Form will include a box for the choice of
breed surveyor. Please note completion of this section is
not mandatory, merely a choice by the applicant.
*SEIGEN SO CALL ME MAYBE
Sire: *Seigen Suris Alfie
Dam: *Iccara Rumer Has It
Owner/s – D & C Gallacher
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Congratulations to the owners and breeders of the below mentioned animals successfully presented to the GSDCA Hip & Elbow
Scheme:
NAME OF DOG

OWNER

SIRE & DAM

ADASHAD STICKY WICKET

SR & M Adams

ADASHAD THRUTO THE KEEPER

E & F Ramsden

ADASHAD WICKET MAIDEN

SR & M Adams

FRIEDENTAL RAYMOND BEDDINGTON

NA Humphries

ICCARA CATCHTHATTIGER

K Harris

SHAYGAR WILLO THE WISP

D Freegard

S: *Fredo Haus Kampenhuber (Imp Aut)
D: *Vallejo Leones Spirit Ofthelaw CCD
S: *Fredo Haus Kampenhuber (Imp Aut)
D: *Vallejo Leones Spirit Ofthelaw CCD
S: *Fredo Haus Kampenhuber (Imp Aut)
D: *Vallejo Leones Spirit Ofthelaw CCD
S: *Ch Ustinov v Romerland (Imp Deu)
D: *Friedental Colas Karisma
S: *Bluemax Tiger Town
D: *Hausosin Quicksilver
S: *Ch Hinterhaus French Liaison CD ET
D: *Shaygar Golden Skye
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The Surprising Reason Behind Why Dogs are Messy Drinkers

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out why dogs are sloppy drinkers but that didn’t stop a
research team from studying the reason behind why animals make a mess when they drink. They
should have just asked one of our Facebook fans why their dog made a mess while lapping up that
cool, liquid refreshment but alas, now we have a scientific study to back up what most of us already
knew:
Dog are messy drinkers! And, the bigger the dog the bigger the mess!
Is this news to dog lovers? Nope. But, if you’re curious about the science behind the study, read on.
“How Dogs Drink Water,” made at the American Physical Society’s Division of Fluid Dynamics Meeting held in San Francisco. Experiments at Virginia Tech revealed how lapping canine tongues created columns of liquid, allowing them to gulp down water, November 24, 2014.
The Liquid Dynamics of Dogs Drinking Water
By studying the drinking habits of various dog breeds and sizes, a group of researchers at Virginia
Tech and Purdue University have recently identified and modelled the fluid dynamics at play when
dogs drink water.
According to the study, Dogs (and cats) are carnivores and have “incomplete cheeks,” which allow
them to open their mouths wide enough to bite and kill their prey. This makes them fantastic hunters
but less than remarkable at sucking up water as they are unable to use their cheeks to create the
sucking motion that humans have, which enables us to suck through a straw and the like. According
to the study, human beings have “complete cheeks” that make us excellent at sucking.
Dogs are Messier Drinkers than Cats
The research team not only studied why dogs are such messy drinkers, but also compared the way
cats and dogs drink. It appears that dogs are much messier than cats when they partake. Cats gently lap the surface of their water, while dogs plunge their tongues into their bowls to fill a wider area
and while they’re at it, make a much wider mess.
The Science behind Why Dogs are Messy Drinkers
According to Sunny Jung, an assistant professor at Virginia Tech:
“When dogs withdraw their tongue from water, they create a significant amount of acceleration -roughly five times that of gravity -- that creates the water columns, which feed up into their mouths.
To model this, Jung placed cameras under the surface of a water trough to map the total surface area of the dogs' tongues that splashed down when drinking.”
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The Larger the Dog, the Bigger the Mess!
“The researchers found that heavier dogs drink water with the larger wetted area of the tongue. This
indicates that an allometric relationship exists between water contact area of the dog's tongue and
body weight – thus the volume of water a dog's tongue can move increases exponentially relative to
their body size.”
“In order to better understand how the physiology works, Jung and his colleagues could only go so
far by watching dogs drink. They had to have the ability to alter the parameters and see how they affected this ability, and since they could not actually alter a dog in any way, they turned to models of
the dog's tongue and mouth. ‘We needed to make some kind of physical system,’ Jung said.”
Dogs Lap Water Using their Tongue like a Backward Ladle
Dogs actually lap up their water using their tongue like a backward ladle, which carries the water into
their mouths. This requires the dogs to open their mouths wide to carry as much water as possible. When they are very thirsty, the faster they drink, and thus the mess is much bigger than just a
casual ‘sip.’
Which all dog owners who get to clean up the mess after a rousing bout of exercise is certain to attest. Now perhaps if they had a study on the best way to clean up after our furry family members that
would be very helpful!

We have an opportunity to purchase a wetasoil product containing
bentonite clay - this product is reportedly excellent and we are pleased to
be able to offer 10kgs bags to our members for just $8.00 per bag.
This will be a pre-pay only venture and note is not a fundraiser—
it is just a service to our members.
Please contact John Crace Mobile: 0417 493110 or crace.john@gmail.com
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WHEN TOMORROW STARTS WITHOUT ME
When tomorrow starts without me, and I’m not there to see;
The sun will rise and find your eyes all filled with tears for me.
I wish so much you wouldn’t cry the way you did today,
Remembering how I’d lay my head in your lap that special way.
I know how much you love me, as much as I love you,
And each time that you think of me, I know you’ll miss me too.
But when tomorrow starts without me. Please try to understand,
That an angel came and called my name and petted me with her hand.
She said my place was ready, in Heaven far above,
And that I’d have to leave behind all those I dearly love.
But, as I turned to heel away, a tear fell from my eye,
For all my life I never thought that I would have to die.
I had so much to live for, so many “sits” and “downs” to do
It seemed almost impossible, that I was leaving you.
I thought about our lives together, I know you must be sad,
I thought of all the love we shared, and all the fun we had.
Remember how I’d nudge your hand, and poke you with my nose?
The frisbee I would gladly chase, the bad guy, I’d “bark and hold”.
If I could relive yesterday, just even for awhile,
I’d wag my tail and kiss you, just so I could see you smile.
But, then I fully realized, that this could never be;
For emptiness and memories will take the place of me.
And when I thought of treats and toys, I might miss come tomorrow,
I thought of you and when I did, my dog-heart filled with sorrow.
But then I walked through Heaven’s gate, and felt so much at home;
As God looked down and smiled at me, from His beautiful golden throne.
He said, “This is eternity, and now we welcome you,
Today your life on earth is past, but here it starts anew.
I promise no tomorrow, but today will always last;
For you see, each day is the same day, there’s no longing for the past.
Now you have been so faithful, so trusting, loyal and true;
Though there were times you did things, you knew you shouldn’t do.
But good dogs are forgiven, and now at last you’re free;
So won’t you sit here by my side, and wait right here with me?”
So when tomorrow starts without me, Don’t think we’re far apart.
For every time you think of me,
I’m right there, in your heart.
(author unknown)

Dedicated to our special friends who have left us recently.
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The Many Faces of a German Shepherd

German shepherd owners are passionate about the breed. It doesn’t seem to matter if the dog is a family pet, protection dog,
search and rescue ninja, or protector of the flock. The one thing that draws this menagerie of dog owners together is the love of
the breed.
As with any group, there any many opinions about German shepherds. Many owners are passionate about working lines, while
others will argue the merits of American show lines. A picture of a Panda or a liver shepherd is sure to spark a debate.
At times passions run high and words can fly when talking about German Shepherds but once again, it is because all owners are
passionate about the breed and especially their own dogs.
Many German Shepherd owners will not stop at just one shepherd and will own many throughout their lifetime no matter how
painful saying the final goodbye to their dog was.
There is no other breed like a shepherd, even for those that are lovers of all dogs. German Shepherds are lively and unique, and
as multifaceted as a fine stone.
The Faces of a German Shepherd
Noble -

Perhaps there is no breed more noble or notable than a German Shepherd.
One look at a shepherd and there is no doubt that they are kings among dogs.

Courageous -

Bred for courage, German Shepherds are brave in the face of danger and will not back down when
one threatens his flock.

Intelligent -

Free thinking and curious, easily trainable and strong willed.
This breed is not for the weak and thrives when mentally challenged.

Watchful -

Alert and ever present. Nothing escapes the notice of a German Shepherd.

Confident -

German Shepherds are self assured and proud of their talents and willingly perform their skills while
working or at play.

Alert -

The prick of the ears, the position of the tail, the sniffing of the air, taking in the surroundings, are the
tell tale signs that a German Shepherd is always ready to react.

Obedient -

With training and guidance, these magnificent dogs excel at obedience & live to please their owners.

Loyal -

A German Shepherd will never leave your side, they live to love, please and protect his family and is
an exceptional friend and companion.

Energetic -

Seemingly endless energy and endurance drives this breed to excel at work, sports, and play.

Athletic -

Rapid reflexes, awesome coordination, skilled athletes that love to show off their abilities.

Strong -

Strong in every sense of the word-they are powerful, one of the strongest dogs in overall strength and
biting power.

Funny -

Owners of German Shepherds swear their dogs have a sense of humour and find their own antics
funny.

Protective -

Highly protective does not mean aggressive or vicious. German Shepherds will defend their family
and home, and willingly give up their life to do so.

Loving -

Their love knows no bounds and is limitless in scope. They are the true definition of best
friend. Highly bonded to their owners, they adore them and like nothing more than to be close to
those they love.
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Half of dog owners will inadvertently put their four legged family
members at risk this Easter
A shocking new survey** from Dogs Trust has revealed that over 48% of pet
dogs have eaten chocolate intended for humans, and over 5% have become
seriously ill from it. Of these, 15% have required urgent veterinary treatment
and in extreme cases the dogs sadly died from the effects of chocolate poisoning.
To prevent the number of dogs that end up visiting the vet with chocolate
poisoning, Dogs Trust is today launching its "Chocs Away" awareness
drive after the survey revealed that 4 in 10 dogs found the chocolate themselves after it was left in easy to find places in the home.
Sadly, many dog owners are simply unaware of the dangers. Over 10% of
dogs who ate human chocolate were given the treat by their owners. Easter
is a time when we are all tempted to over-indulge, and we might give in to
our dogs pleading for a chocolatey treat too. Dogs Trust is advising dogowners to make sure their four legged friends steer completely clear of
chocolate intended for human consumption and instead have to hand some
healthy alternatives, such as carrots.
Dogs Trust Veterinary Director, Paula Boyden, comments: "Apart from the risks of obesity and the obvious
dangers of eating the foil wrapping, the biggest risk of eating human chocolate is poisoning, resulting in an
emergency dash to the vet and sadly even death. Chocolate contains theobromine, which, tolerated by humans, is extremely toxic to man's best friend. The darker the chocolate, the greater the amount of theobromine. Toxic doses vary according to the size of dog and cocoa solid content of the chocolate.
"Dogs Trust estimates that 50g of plain chocolate could be enough to kill a small dog, such as a Yorkshire
Terrier*, whilst just 400g could be enough to kill an average size dog, so we urge people to make sure they
keep treats well out of the reach of pesky paws and make sure children don't share their Easter eggs with
their furry friends.
"So that your canine companion doesn't feel left out this Easter, we would advise giving them healthy treats
such as carrots, cheese or tripe snacks. But, whatever your non-chocolatey treat of choice, just as is the
case for us all, moderation is the key to a happy, healthy dog."
So, if you are partial to Easter eggs and want to keep your dog safe, follow these simple rules.
•Keep your "Chocs Away" - this means hidden out of sight and unavailable to your dog
•Never feed your dog chocolate intended for humans
•If your egg is missing and you suspect your dog is the culprit, contact your vet straight away
•Look out for any of the following symptoms; vomiting containing blood, a sore tummy, excessive thirst, excitability, drooling, rapid heart rate and in severe cases, epileptic-type fits
•If your dog is displaying any of these signs then take him immediately to your vet
•There is no antidote for theobromine poisoning with treatment being symptomatic. Therefore, the sooner
treatment is implemented, the greater the chance of recovery
•If you want to treat your dog this Easter, stick to natural doggy snacks that are kinder to your canine
*Fatal doses of theobromine quoted in the range 90 – 250mg per kg of body weight, from “The Handbook of
Poisoning in Cats and Dogs” by Alexander Campbell and Michael Chapman (Blackwell Science). For the average Yorkshire Terrier we have estimated a body weight of 2.5kg and for an average dog we have estimated
a body weight of 25kg.
Cases of death by an Easter egg alone are relatively unlikely, most reported cases of death by theobromine
are from dogs eating cocoa powder and cocoa mulch in the garden, so please be vigilant if your dog is also
exposed to these products.
**Survey conducted in March 2015 with over 7,780 respondents.
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New Study Finds Early Neuter Doubles The Risk Of
Hip Dysplasia In Dogs
By Dogs Naturally Magazine in Holistic Care

Recent studies have shown that neutering can have an adverse effect on the health of a dog. To
further delve into this new information, a team of researchers at UC Davis recently examined the
veterinary records of 759 Golden Retrievers for hip dysplasia, cranial cruciate ligament tear, lymphosarcoma, hemangiosarcoma and mast cell tumor. The dogs were grouped as intact, neutered
before 12 months of age or neutered after 12 months of age.
The study, which is to be published today, revealed that the disease rates were significantly higher in both males and females that were neutered both before and after 12 months of age. Early
neutering was associated with an increased incidence of hip dysplasia, cranial cruciate ligament
tear and lymphosarcoma in males and of cranial cruciate ligament tear in females. Neutering after
12 months of age was associated with an increased risk of mast cell tumors and hemangiosarcoma in females.
The most notable results from this study include a doubled risk of hip dysplasia among males
neutered before 12 months of age and the increased risk of mast cell tumors and hemangiosarcoma in dogs neutered after 12 months. Previous studies reported only a 17% increase in risk of
hip dysplasia in neutered dogs and this is the first study to report an increased risk of cancer in
dogs neutered late.
Of the five diseases measured, the study reported that:



There were no cases of cranial cruciate ligament rupture diagnosed in intact males or females, but in early-neutered males & females the occurrences were 5% and 8%, respectively



Almost 10% of early-neutered males were diagnosed with lymphosarcoma, 3 times more than
intact males



The percentage of hemangiosarcoma cases in late-neutered females (about 8%) was 4 times
more than intact and early-neutered females



There were no cases of mast cell timor in intact females, but the occurrence was nearly 6% in
late-neutered females



Of early-neutered males, 10% were diagnosed with hip dysplasia, double the occurrence in
intact males.

Could members please ensure they clean up
after their dogs—we have plenty of bags and
deposit bins around
Thank you
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New SV ruling on oversized dogs - Louis Donald SV judge
My concern is that this whole thing is ambiguous and too open to interpretation
My concern is not what happens in Germany where a ''breed value system'' will be put in place and where there is
'authority over judges, surveyors, stud dog use and registrations but in countries outside Germany such as Australia
that try to follow this, try to interpret and literally apply it and where no such 'authority over judges and surveyors' nor
a ''breed value system'' exists.
Frankly I believe that this gives oversized dogs in Germany a breather for the next 6 years but regardless of my skepticism the intent is commendable and Australia tries to do it by not having a maximum size for class II, but based on my
experience it will fall short of its intended mark and in countries like Australia there it will create confusion and contradiction as individuals try to follow suite, try to interpret and then publish its meaning and intent.
What I am about to say is very presumptive and I will be accused of being so, but what I am about to say is well
sourced and pretty accurate;
The SV over the last 15 or so years have 'tried' to bring down the size but all their efforts that were based on the phenotype of the dogs and the genetic information this gave them including applying sanctions against oversized dogs didn’t work and the ''facts are, that contrary to their breed survey and show reports their dogs are getting larger not smaller''.
The basis of this new initiative is to look in a more detailed way into the genotype of every dog relating to his genetically based abilities to bring factors for size and as such as from next year a "breeding value system", similar to the
system they have for HD will come into force.
The "breeding value system" is based on a mathematic formula and includes all information about size-relevant genetic influence of a dog´s family i.e. How large are the parents/ grandparents/ littermates and what are they producing in
regard to size? What sizes does a dog produce in his progeny etc.?
To obtain this information the SV have to "feed" this formula with detailed facts, specifically feed it with ''real measurements'' not ''fictitious measurements''.
The SV have concluded that they cannot get the true sizes when the system that currently exists means that a dog that
is measured and declared to be oversize will cease to be well used for breeding, that its studs will be curtailed, that a
dog that is declared as being 'oversize' can’t get an excellent grading and when the reporting judge or Körmeister fears
sanctions against himself if he declares a dog especially one of note as being oversize.
This is the reason to the SV's decision to amend its rules.
Currently in the German Kör-reports it is estimated by people with 'at the rock face knowledge and information' that
more than 80% of breed surveyed males declared as 65 cm are not 65 cm but somewhere above 65 cm and up to 70
cm.
So with 15 odd years of going nowhere in regard to oversize the SV have decided the only way forward is to get factual
data for the breed value formula and publish it in a meaningful format for judges and breed surveyors, clearly set out
the rules for size, explain the benefits of this for the breed and then the big one - enforce it, make it happen so that by
2020 oversize is no longer a major problem!
The intent of the SV is not that dogs can be as big as people want, as point 4 in the SV memo demonstrates, they require that size should still be a major point of a critique and evaluation and that oversized dogs should be penalised by
placing them back in the class. But there's the crunch!
The SV believe that this new approach will see judges and kormeisters declaring 'the real size' of dogs.
For example if a dog is 67cm or 68cm or 69cm he is recorded as being 67cm or 68cm or 69 cm and ''placed accordingly'' without fearing that their action will result in the dog being shunned as a stud dog and without fear of them being
ostracized as a judge or breed surveyor at future events.
As I said at the start of my paper on size, I applaud the initiative by the SV to do something but I have reservations especially in regard to other countries trying to follow suite without having any of the statistical and analytical processes
put in place.
What follows was written and published by me three years ago. The basis of my thoughts and actions back then are so
close to what the SV rationale is now its extraordinary and as such I think my experience has some relevance, at least
as far as I am concerned.
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.........................................................................

''Unfortunately for the breed and the integrity of many judges and breed surveyors, too often the approach to measuring tends to be one where if the dog is an average to poor specimen it’s penalised for being oversize along with
much public chest beating by the judge but if it’s a lovely dog the measurement is falsely stated as being within size
to allow the dog to attain a high place and grading.
My opinion - have some sense of idealism, respect the very basic principle that people who are of good character,
who value their integrity, do not lie. If you lie about a dog’s height simply because it is an otherwise beautiful dog you
are pandering to your ego, very often succumbing to peer pressure and thereby showing a lack of self-confidence
and above all things placing these things above the best interests of the breed. We have all heard the justification for
oversized dogs especially from the owners but my advice is to record the dog’s correct size and then deal with it in
an appropriate manner. People looking for a stud dog, especially a novice can then make breeding decisions based
on fact not fiction. This is an historic issue signified by great rhetoric and chest beating that produces no results other
than more chest beating.
Example: At a large show I judged recently I measured an open dog called ‘Zony von Haus Gerstenberg’ at
67.5cm. I was aware that he was a German Class I dog with a German survey height of 65cm and I was aware that
he had won BIS at a number of major shows under German judges, I was aware that the measurement of 65cm had
been checked and confirmed as being correct/factual by Breed Surveyor and friend Barry O'Rourke at a Breed Survey here in Australia. Barry was actually sitting with me in the judging tent at the show. The dog was a beautiful dog
and as I said, he had done a lot of winning and in this very strong class of Open dogs he led the class and arguably
he could have won the class but I dropped him 3 places because of his size and explained this on the microphone. I
explained that the dog was no less valued by me, indeed I said that I held him in high regard ‘providing his true size
is taken into account in the selection of breeding partners’. I said that by judging honestly as I did enthusiasts at the
show could then consider their own evaluation based on fact not a lie.
Did this decision have a positive impact?
For a few idealistic people yes, but for the majority, no not really! I say not really because it was overshadowed by
politics, personalities, egos and a lack of idealism. Why? Because under the façade and rhetoric, the vast majority of
people involved in the sport do not place oversize in its correct context; that is they do not place it in the context of
the impediment that this has to a trotting endurance dog. Just as is the case with overangulation they see the German Shepherd Dog as a show dog not a working dog and therefore it is of little relevance regardless of what the
standard states and what impact this has on the dog in its inherent working environment.
Many organisations that conduct Breed Surveys have statistical information on all surveyed animals in relation to
their height, any male recorded at 65cm or bitch recorded at 60cm I take with a grain of salt! I shouldn’t have to but I
do''.
Louis Donald
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Caring for your Senior Dog-Should it be the Law?

A distressing but true fact is that many dogs are living out their golden years in animal shelters and when not rescued, spend their last days on earth waiting for their
family to return for them. Some lucky dogs are adopted and saved, while others are
euthanized, scared and alone. For those of us lucky enough to have shared our
lives with a senior dog, it’s hard to imagine giving up our old friend, and we are
heartbroken when they leave us behind. We firmly hold onto the memories of our
dog and deeply grieve their passing. Most of us would do anything to care for them
just one more day.
Sadly, there are many reasons owners may turn a senior dog over to a shelter, including inconvenience, moving, refusal to provide the medical and other care senior
dogs need, financial problems, and illness or death of owner. Owning a dog is a lifelong commitment and Japan has taken the lead in helping prevent this troubling
trend, of abandoning senior dogs, by enacting legislation that legally requires pet
owners to care for their pets until death! One of the exciting results of this legislation has been the opening of a luxury nursing home for dogs. For $1,000 a month, if
you can no longer care for your dog, you can ensure that they live out their days
well cared for with round the clock vet care, exercise time in the doggy gym, swim
time in the doggy pool, and getting pampered in the grooming salon.
There are even rooms for owners to stay for prolonged visits. Akihiro Ogawa, the
President of Aeonpet, who owns the home for dogs, is hoping to establish the industry standard and eventually expand operations nationwide. One can only hope
that this happens soon and that as this option becomes more popular, prices for the
services will begin to fall, so that more dogs who can no longer stay with their families, can live out their final glory days in comfort. Of course, all dogs are happiest
living at home with those they love, but when that is impossible or there is no other
family to adopt the dog, pet retirement homes seem like the next best option.
While our golden oldies may be getting around slower and showing the signs of
age, we dread the day that their health starts to deteriorate more noticeably and
can’t fathom giving them up.
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The signs of aging dogs include:
Increased sleeping
Tires more easily
Vision problems
Hearing loss
Gray hair
Confusion
Apathy
Accidents in the house
Decreased attention to surroundings
Increased anxiety (shaking, panting, moaning)
Decreased interest in things that once brought joy
Memory loss (forgetting training/confusion)
The common health ailments of senior dogs:
Cancer
Urinary tract and kidney disease
Diabetes
Heart disease
Liver disease
Joint and bone diseases
How close is your dog to reaching his senior years or is he already there?
According to the American Veterinary Association, the age, size, and weight
of the dog plays a role in the age (larger dogs have shorter life spans than
smaller dogs).
As our dogs age, their health care and other needs increase but they deserve
our love, devotion, and respect more than ever. We hope that the legislation
Japan has passed will spread and that more people will continue to treasure
their pets until death and that new, innovative solutions for those who have to
give up their dogs will emerge. Until then, there is an unending need for people willing to open their hearts and homes to homeless senior dogs.
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Puppy Teething and Dental Care
Chewing is one of the most basic habits of a dog. Chewing serves multiple purposes including eating, easing puppy
teething pains, manipulating objects, and relieving boredom. Since your puppy is a young creature, chewing is also
one of its most basic forms of play. Puppies are born toothless but by the time a puppy is 8 weeks old, all 28 of their
baby teeth should be intact. When they are between 3 to 5 months old, they will begin losing those baby teeth to develop the permanent 42 adult teeth they will have through the duration of their life.
When your puppy is teething, he may seek out relief in whatever method appears easiest and most sensible to him.
Puppy teething can last anywhere from five months to over a year. You will have to be alert during the puppy teething
time period as your personal possessions may end up being the most convenient source of relief for your puppy. Purchase a variety of chew toys to use as a substitute for your belongings so your puppy will find an outlet for his chewing needs. Make sure that the chew toys you purchase do not look like common objects in your home that you don’t
want the puppy to chew on to avoid confusion.
Occasionally, a puppy teething problem may manifest itself as puppy boredom. Try to provide your puppy with plenty
of playtime and exercise so that he is too tired to go searching for a shoe or pillow to chew on. An easy way to ensure that your puppy doesn’t destroy any of your personal belongings is to take the time to clean and put away items
you do not want eaten. Some good options for puppy teething toys are Nylabones, Kongs or really hard bones that
will take awhile to break down. If you supply your puppy with a variety of strong chewing toys he will be less likely to
stray into your personal property while teething. Just make certain there are no pieces on any of the toys that will
harm the puppy if it’s swallowed.
Other ideas for easing puppy teething pains are ice, freezing your puppy’s toys, freezing natural dog bones that you
can fill with peanut better or cheese, freezing his dog treats, or dip some knotted socks into broth and freeze them.
There are also some pet sprays available that will discourage puppy teething on whatever it is sprayed on. Test this
on a small area first to make certain your puppy has an aversion to the smell or taste before investing too much into a
product. Keep in mind, there is always a chance that your puppy will prefer the spray rather than be deterred by it.
If you work full time, consider crate training your dog to curb the puppy teething problems. Place a few chew items in
his crate while he is in there to satisfy his chewing needs. This is a temporary fix.
Puppy teething is only one aspect of healthy doggy dental care. To prevent serious dental problems your puppy
should have regular dental exams by his veterinarian. Make certain to ask your vet about the best way to prevent
dental problems and disease, as well as what you can do to promote better dental health for your pup.
Brushing your puppy’s teeth regularly is a necessity. If you can train your puppy to sit still during a brushing, then he
will be more likely to do so as an adult dog as well. Only use toothpastes that are designed strictly for dogs as other
pastes may make your puppy sick.
Puppy teething can be a nightmare if not dealt with early. Your furniture, clothing, walls, cabinets and flooring could
all suffer the high cost of not providing your puppy with proper chewing options. Being deliberate when selecting
chew toys for your dog will make the early stages of puppy ownership less frustrating and more rewarding.
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Top Seven Teething Remedies
Teething puppies can be a big source of frustration to their owners.
There is a feeling of helplessness as one watches a cute furry puppy try
to ease the discomfort in his or her gums.
Since teething brings out a puppy’s natural instinct to chew, owners must
be much more vigilant when it comes to picking up around the house during this phase of the dog’s life.
Anything within the puppy’s reach becomes fair game in his or her mind.
They have one thing on their mind and that is the pain they feel in their
mouth as the adult teeth try to push their way through the tender gums.
There are a few things you can do to minimize your puppy’s suffering.
The following list is a good place to start.
1. Ice cubes can provide a great deal of relief to teething puppies. Encourage the puppy to chew
on the ice. The coolness is very soothing to sore gums and the ice is a helpful source of hydration. If your puppy doesn’t care for ice cubes, try freezing beef or chicken broth in ice cube trays.
Few puppies will turn their nose up at this meaty flavor.
2. There is a wide variety of puppy teething toys, including a variety of Kong products developed
specifically for teething canines, available in pet stores. Some toys are made to be frozen so that
the coolness soothes troubled gums. Other toys are designed to be filled with treats such as
peanut butter. Both provide relief from teething pain.
3. If money is an object, you can use your puppy’s favorite toys. Try freezing one or two at a time. Give the puppy
one to chew on when he or she shows signs of teething discomfort. When one toys warms up,
return it to the freezer and grab the other frozen on.
4. Rolling a washcloth into a stick-shaped object is a good free means of teething relief for
your puppy. Tie knots in the rolled washcloth and wet it. Place the rolled cloth in the freezer
and give it to the puppy when gum pain relief is needed. You can also soak the washcloth in
broth to make it more attractive to the puppy. Socks can also be used, but be sure that you
knot them so the puppy doesn’t suddenly think it is okay to chew on your socks.
5. Try massaging the puppy’s gums with your fingers. Get the puppy to relax by petting and
soothing him or her. Next, gently open the puppy’s mouth and use your fingers to rub the gums. This helps “open”
the gums so that the baby teeth fall out and it also helps the adult teeth to easily poke through the gums.
6. Frozen vegetables are an inexpensive means of providing comfort from
teething pain. Freeze fresh vegetables that you know your puppy likes. Serve
one up when your puppy shows distress from sore gums.
7. A natural remedy is to add lavender or chamomile oil to water and freeze it
in ice cube trays. The oils will have a calming effect on the puppy’s sore
gums. Chamomile tea that has been frozen is also good.
If you cannot be with a teething puppy, it can be a good idea to confine the
dog in an area where he or she cannot access household items to chew.
Vigilance is extremely important during a puppy’s teething phase.
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Seven Things that Puppies like to Chew that They Shouldn’t
Puppies are naturally prone to chewing. The biggest reason for chewing is teething. Puppies might also
chew because they have excess energy or they’re feeling stressed.
If you’ve never had a puppy before, you will be surprised at the things they choose to chew. Before bringing home a new puppy, take a moment to sit on the floors in your house. Look at your home from a puppy’s level. If you don’t want to have something damaged by puppy chewing, put it away or move it to a
higher place.
While there is little that a teething puppy won’t chew, most do have a few favourite things.
Some of them are as follows:
1. Slippers and shoes make wonderful toys in the eyes of a puppy. It may be because they smell the
leather or you (or both!). Biting into a boot can be a hoot for Fido, but it can cause the owner a lot of
distress. Never give an old slipper or shoe to a puppy. They will not be able to distinguish old from new,
so all is fair game in their world.
2. Puppies tend to think people are big chew toys made just for their enjoyment. While it may be cute to
have a tiny puppy gnaw and chew on your fingers, guests may not feel the same way and you probably
won’t care much for it either when the puppy becomes an adult.
3. Puppies love to chew underwear so don’t leave them lying around. It may be because the item of
clothing carries your scent. Keep the laundry basket out of the puppy’s reach.
4. Your puppy won’t know the difference between his or her toys and those of your children. Unfortunately, your child’s toys may present a real danger to a puppy that might swallow parts or badly cut their
gums. Teach your children to keep the toys they value out of your puppy’s reach.
5. Furniture can be an open invitation to puppies looking for something to sink their teeth into. It doesn’t
take long to turn a rectangular coffee table into an oval-shaped splintery object. Obviously, you don’t
want a puppy to ruin your furniture, but it is important to realize that chewing furniture can be hazardous
to your dog’s health.
6. Bored puppies or those looking to soothe their aching gums when teething often chew upon television
remote controls. Keep remote control devices out of your puppy’s reach!
7. Don’t leave your eyeglasses laying around. More than one puppy has destroyed a pair.
If you notice the puppy chewing on something that is off limits, use a loud tone of voice or clap your
hands to get his or her attention, then tell them “no.” If necessary, direct their attention to another activity.
The good news is that most puppies will grow out of chewing if the proper behaviour is taught and then
reinforced. You just hope it happens before they devour most everything in site!
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Should You Allow Your Dog To Chew On Sticks?
If you have a dog that loves to chew on sticks, don’t fret. You are not alone. There are a lot of dogs out
there that derive pleasure from chewing on wood.
Understanding why your dog chews on things is a big part of the battle to get him or her to quit the nasty
habit. Once you understand why, you can take corrective action to eliminate a bad habit.
The craving to eat nonedible things is called pica. There can be several different reasons for this. Some
chew sticks because they have a nutritional deficiency or an underlying mental or physical condition. For
other dogs, chewing on sticks can be a behavioural issue.
One of the first issues to look at is the breed of the dog. Some breeds have a genetic predisposition to
chewing. Dogs that hunt or retrieve are known to be a bit orally-fixated. They simply enjoy having something in their mouths. If they’re not doing what they are bred to do, they become bored and resort to the
undesirable behaviour of chewing on sticks.
It is important to note that dogs are creatures of habit. Some easily become anxious when they are
forced to deviate from their normal routine. Whether it is a schedule change or something simple as a
change in décor, stressed dogs may chew to overcome their anxiety.
When training a puppy, it is very important that you do not promote
bad habits. Do not allow a teething puppy to get away with anything that can later develop into a bad habit. You cannot expect to
encourage a puppy to chew on a stick and have him or her not resort to that behaviour later in life.
It is important that owners fulfil their dog’s nutritional needs. Dogs
will chew wood if they are not getting enough to eat or if they have
a mineral or vitamin deficiency. Don’t be afraid to discuss the problem with the dog’s veterinarian.
Dogs that don’t see enough activity are prone to chewing on nonedible items such as sticks. If a dog cannot rid itself of excess
energy, he or she may resort to chewing.
Boredom is a big factor. Keep in mind that dogs are pack animals. If the family, which is the dog’s pack,
is away all day, the dog may become bored or upset that it is not getting attention.
What can you do to stop your dog from chewing on wood? One answer is to make sure the dog has access to plenty of chew toys. This will help eliminate boredom.
If the problem turns out to be a nutritional deficiency, it is important to change his or her diet. Be sure that
you are giving the dog enough food to keep it satisfied.
Watch your dog closely. At the first sign of chewing on a stick, give a firm ‘NO” command.
Dogs like to please their master, so this can go a long way in eliminating the unwanted behaviour.
You can also try some of the commercial products that are designed to discourage dogs from chewing.
This may work indoors where it is feasible to spray wooden items that might attract a bored dog.

A little attention can go a long way in correcting the bad
habit of chewing on wood, so sacrifice a few minutes
every day to keep Fido from eating you out of house
and home
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