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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
The edition has been on the go for months now—sadly due to computer burnouts, new
programmes and lack of time I am now playing catch up. This edition will be closely
followed by a special Children’s edition highlighting our breed and our children who
support us all so we can attend training.
Just a quick shout out to all our volunteers who do such a fantastic job BUT we need
more members to do a few little jobs especially at Headquarters. Owning our own ground does have its
benefits—not only do we have our own space to train and socialise but it helps gets a camaraderie together as we all work to the one outcome. I will be circulating requests for members to help out at a
busy bee within the next month. I will put this edition to bed now as I am rushing off to a Management
Committee meeting. Remember—be as good a person as your dog thinks you are Cheers Margaret
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Reiki can be a true comfort and support for yourself and your animals when
they are ill, injured or ageing.
Reiki assists in the easing of anxiety, pain, muscular strains and so much
more. Reiki healing is a the heart to heart connection between animal and
practitioner. This heartfelt connection begins the healing process.
Chakra Harmony - Heart to Heart Animal Reiki

Gayle 0408 929 626
Email info@chakraharmony.com.au
Insta: chakraharmonyreikiperth
FB: @chakraharmonyreikiperth
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True or False: 5 Dangerous Myths About Dogs
Dogs are our secret keepers, colleagues, and closest friends. They’ve spent so much time with
people, it makes sense that we’ve developed some myths about them. Some of these myths are
harmless, but others are downright dangerous! We’re here to help you get the facts straight.
Here are five dangerous myths about dogs - debunked.
A Dog Can Stay in a Parked Car if You Crack the Windows
You may think your dog is okay sitting in the car for a while—even in warm weather. But what
you might not know is that the temperature inside that parked car can become extremely hot or
extremely cold, fast. Heatstroke or freezing are both very real risks, and having the windows
open doesn’t make a difference. For this reason, some states even have laws against leaving
your dog in the car for extended periods of time. No matter what, play it safe and leave your pup
at home if your destination isn’t dog-friendly.
Some states have laws against leaving your dog in the car for extended periods of time.
Some Breeds are Naturally Aggressive
Is a dog aggressive just because it’s a certain breed? No way! Aggressive behaviour is just
that—a behaviour. Dogs learn to be aggressive in response to how they are treated. It doesn’t
matter the breed. Keep in mind that some displays that humans may deem aggressive, like barking or chasing prey animals, are natural behaviours that dogs have been bred to do over many
generations.
Aggressive behaviour is just that—a behaviour.
Dogs Only Need Heartworm Protection in the Summer
You may think that your dog is in danger from heartworms only in the heat of summer when the
mosquitos are most active. That’s not true! Your dog needs to be protected from this deadly parasite year round. Our feline friends also need protection from heartworms, so be sure to keep
everyone’s medical records up to date.
Playing Tug-O-War Causes Dog Aggression
We’ve all been on the other end of the rope when a game of tug-o-war goes too far. But can an
innocent game cause full-blown aggression? Not likely! If you teach your dog to play safely and
to listen to your verbal cues, you’ll be completely in control of the game. Though a game can go
out of control, your dog is just playing rough, not acting out of aggression towards you. If you
don’t enjoy that style of play, stop the game immediately to let your pup calm down.
You Can’t Teach an Old Dog New Tricks
Perhaps the most famous myth is an older dog’s inability to learn anything new. Our senior
friends can learn just as well as younger dogs, though, whether it’s a new name or a new command. The idea that an older dog can’t adapt has led to many of them never finding second
homes and spending a long time in the shelter. Don’t shy away from adopting a senior dog; they
need love too!
So there you have it! The next time you hear one of these myths, you can be confident that they
are utterly false. By arming yourself with knowledge, you’ll keep your canine companion completely safe.
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Common Health Problems Senior Dogs Face
BY DR. MARTY BECKER DVM
I love old dogs. The gray muzzle, the soft eyes, the loving bond that ties them so strongly to us after a rowdy puppyhood and the active years of maturity. The golden years are a time to cherish, but they also bring
new challenges. Our senior sweethearts can face a number of common health problems related to their advancing age.
Among the problems veterinarians and pet owners must work together to combat are arthritis, cancer, cognitive dysfunction, dental disease, failing vision, hearing loss, heart disease, hypothyroidism and kidney
disease. While we can’t necessarily avoid any or all of them, we can work to manage them to help keep our
dogs comfortable and happy. Here is a look at what you may encounter as your dog ages and the most upto-date treatments to help keep him spry.
Arthritis
This painful, degenerative joint disease affects most dogs at some point in their senior years. Large and giant breeds, such as Golden Retrievers, Labradors, German Shepherd Dogs, Newfoundlands and Saint Bernards, tend to be more at risk, but dogs of any size can develop achy joints. Suspect arthritis if your dog
seems reluctant to go up or down stairs, is no longer willing to jump on or off furniture or climb in or out of
the car, or if he seems stiff after standing up.
If you notice any of these signs in your dog, ask your veterinarian about medication that can help. The arsenal against arthritis pain includes nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs). While NSAIDs can really
put the pep back in your dog’s step, it’s important to know that they can have side effects. Your veterinarian
will need to run blood tests every few months to make sure your dog's liver and kidneys aren’t suffering any
adverse effects. Read the package insert and ask your veterinarian about potential side effects so you can
be on the lookout for signs such as vomiting, diarrohea, appetite loss and lethargy. Also, never give your
pet NSAIDs intended for humans, they can seriously harm your cat or dog.
Dogs with arthritis may also benefit from other types of drug therapy; talk to your veterinarian about your
options. Weight loss (if your dog is chubby), acupuncture and massage may also help provide pain relief for
some pets.
Cancer
It might seem as if more dogs are getting cancer, but part of that is because our dogs are living longer. We
tend to see an increase in the incidence of cancer the older dogs get. The most common cancers in dogs
are lymphoma, osteosarcoma, soft tissue cancers, oral melanoma and mammary cancer.
Take your dog to the veterinarian stat if you notice any of the following warning signs of cancer: loss of appetite or weight loss, lumps or bumps that increase in size or sores that don’t heal, bleeding or other discharge from the mouth, nose, or anus or unusual body odor. A dog with cancer may also exhibit a noticeable lack of energy, have difficulty eating or swallowing, unexplained lameness that doesn’t improve or difficulty breathing, urinating or defecating.
Cognitive Dysfunction
Also known as senility, cognitive dysfunction syndrome (CDS) is a degenerative change in the brain that
causes your dog to become anxious, forgetful or confused. You may notice that he has potty accidents in
the house when he never did before, wanders aimlessly or gets “stuck” in corners or sleeps more. He might
not meet you at the door when you come home from work the way he used to do.
Although it can't be cured, CDS can sometimes be managed with medication, environmental changes and
behavior modification techniques. Your veterinarian should examine your dog to make sure his symptoms
aren’t being caused by another health problem, such as arthritis or a urinary tract infection. Once those are
ruled out, your vet may prescribe medications that can help. In addition, you can make it easier for your dog
to avoid potty accidents by taking him outdoors more often or installing a pet door.
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Dental Disease
Is your dog picking up his food and then dropping it or having trouble chewing? There’s a good chance he
has painful periodontal disease, a common problem in senior dogs. Plaque and tartar can build up heavily
over the years, especially if teeth aren’t brushed or professionally cleaned on a regular basis.
Schedule a thorough cleaning, and then follow up by brushing your dog's teeth every day to keep them
clean. I do it, and I know you can, too. Keeping the teeth and gums healthy is an important part of keeping
your dog in sparkling good health.
Failing Vision
You may begin to notice that your dog is more hesitant when he moves around, especially in the dark.
That’s often a sign of vision loss.
Cataracts, dry eye and nuclear sclerosis are among the eye conditions that can affect older dogs. Look for
signs, such as a white cloudiness in the pupil (cataracts), a bluish haze in the pupil (nuclear sclerosis), or
generalized redness, discharge and frequent eye infections (signs that could indicate dry eye or a variety of
other conditions).
Medication can help with dry eye, depending on the type and severity of the problem. Cataracts can be removed surgically, but our dogs get around so well using their sense of smell that it’s often not necessary.
Just remember not to move the furniture around, or he might bonk his head.
Hearing Loss
Remember how your grandma used to send you to get your grandpa for lunch because he didn’t hear her
call? You may have noticed the same thing happening with your dog. The sense of hearing begins to go
with age; it’s just a fact of life.
You can’t purchase hearing aids for your deaf dog — yet — but you can still communicate with him. Teach
hand signals, stomp your foot so he feels the vibrations and knows you are nearby or use the timehonoured method of going to him to alert him that it’s dinnertime. He’ll appreciate it.Heart Disease
An old dog’s heart is willing, but it doesn’t always tick the way it used to. Alert your veterinarian if your dog
seems to tire more rapidly than normal, even with mild exercise. Other signs that are cause for concern include coughing, especially during the night, and difficulty breathing. Severe breathing issues — especially if
you notice a bluish appearance to the gums or tongue — require an emergency trip to the vet. Depending on
the problem, your veterinarian may prescribe medication or a special diet to help manage the condition.
Hypothyroidism
As dogs get older, their levels of thyroid hormone can drop, leading to a condition called hypothyroidism.
Signs you may notice include skin and coat problems, weight gain for no good reason, loss of energy and
mental dullness.
To diagnose hypothyroidism, your veterinarian will run blood tests to measure the levels of thyroid hormones in the body. If your dog is running low, the treatment is easy, but long-term: a daily pill containing
synthetic thyroid hormone for the rest of his life.
Kidney Disease
Kidney failure is a common problem veterinarians see in older dogs. Kidney function can be as much as 75
percent destroyed by the time signs become obvious, so it’s a good idea to schedule a regular geriatric exam, starting early in your dog’s golden years. Blood work and a urinalysis can help your veterinarian detect
signs that kidney function is deteriorating. Kidney failure isn’t reversible, but in many cases diet, IV fluid
therapy and sometimes, medication and certain vitamin and fatty acid supplements can help manage the
condition and add months or years to your dog’s life.
Last but not least, one of the best ways to ward off disease or limit its effects is to keep your dog at a
healthy weight throughout his life. In one study, maintaining a lean body condition added as much as two
years a dog’s lifespan. That’s a goal to shoot for!
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Surprisingly Effective Ways to Handle High-Energy Dogs
“The majority of my life has been managing my high-energy dogs,” Christine Caplan says with a laugh.
Caplan, a dog writer and certified veterinary technician studying canine behaviour, describes her dachshund Walter as a “monster to live with if he is not tired.” Her beagle mix, Sherman, is also highly reactive on
leash, so long walks don’t always work.
Caplan isn’t the only owner dealing with overly-enthusiastic dogs. While some breeds are perfectly happy
being couch potatoes, many were bred to work. If they don’t get enough exercise, a cute case of puppy
zoomies can progress into a lifetime of boundless energy and destructive behaviour. Of course, you’re going to want to get some tough toys for lots of fetch, but these dogs need more. Luckily there are lots of
unique activities that wear out your dog by harnessing their instinct and tapping their brains.
Sniff out some exercise
Fortunately for Caplan, she discovered nosework, an activity that teaches dogs to sniff out birch, anise, and
clove scents. Dogs begin by finding an odor paired with food hidden in one of a dozen or so boxes. Ultimately they work up to vehicles, rooms, and exterior environments. Caplan takes her dogs to class once a
week, practices at home, and takes them to nosework trials.
“It’s kind of saved me,” she says, “because it gives them a job, and they love it.” You can see a video of
Walter in action below.
If you can’t find a local teaching facility, Caplan recommends Fenzi Dog Sports Academy for online classes.
Start with basic obedience
Dr. Mary Burch, Canine Good Citizen Director for the American Kennel Club, says some high-energy dogs
do need more than daily walks and ball play. But before you dive into a new activity, your dog should learn
the fundamentals.
“Training is extremely important for dogs that are spirited and full of life,” Burch says, “Basic training exercises give active dogs something to wrap their minds around and builds a foundation for other areas of
training.”
Find a new sport for you and your pet
Burch recommends a variety of activities that, depending on the breed of or mix of your pet, can help meet
their exercise needs. Don’t be put off by the competitive aspect of trials and certification. Yes, you can work
your way up through the rankings, but simply learning a new activity for fun can be a great bonding experience for dogs and owners.
•
Dock-diving: This is exactly what it sounds like. Dogs leap from a dock into a regulation pool to see
how high or far they can go. Facilities around the country offer classes that build up your pet’s confidence
in the water long before they get into competition. There is a lot you can do outside of class, if you have a
body of water to practice in. Ultimate Air Dogs explains how to gradually teach your dog to swim and retrieve toys in the water.
•
Herding: This teaches a dog to use its basic breed instinct to control livestock. You can start by teaching a puppy how to chase things and stop on command. Then take them to a place that has livestock and
get them used to listening to you, despite the obvious distractions. From there, a training facility like Ewetopia in Roy, Washington can take you and your dog to the next level.
•
Agility: Over time, dogs learn to negotiate obstacle courses made up of jumps, tunnels, weave poles,
and more, at the direction of their owners.
•

Fast cat: An AKC event where dogs compete in a straight race of 100 yards by chasing a lure.

•
Field trials: Dogs compete in four components based on hunting breed characteristics; pointing,
flushing, retrieving and scent, trailing.
•
Earth dog: This type of training lets those little diggers use their natural abilities to hunt for prey underground.
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Put those dog brains to work
“Because high energy dogs often have active minds, games and mental stimulation activities are perfect for
when you and your dog are at home,” Burch says.
There are plenty of puzzle toys and brain games on the market, but you can also work with items you already have on hand at home. The AKC describes three homemade cognitive games:
•
Hot and cold verbal communication: Hide a treat, then react in an excited tone if your dog gets close.
Use a calm voice as they move away.
•
Treat on a string: Tie a treat to a ribbon. Your dog uses reasoning and investigative skills to learn how
to pull that treat into reach.
•
Nesting bowls of treats: Stack a tower of plastic storage containers with one treat in the bottom container (and one in the top for beginners) to teach your dog how to figure out each level.
Doggy backpacks
Some folks swear by backpacks for dogs, which give them the feeling of having a job. These can be great
on walks, or even around the yard.
Dog walker or doggy day care = magic
So your condo association doesn’t allow sheep, there’s no lake nearby, and you don’t have time for brain
games?
Long walks and playing with other dogs are great ways to wear out the pets. But if your spare time is in inverse proportion to your dog’s energy level, consider hiring a walker or taking your dog to day care. Always
talk to your pet care provider about your dog’s needs and energy, so you can make sure he gets the activity
and supervision he needs.
How to Help: Gear and Toys for Anxious Dogs
There are also plenty of toys and gear created with the anxious pup in mind. Overall, harness the power of
distraction, and give them a comfy, dog-designated area for relaxation.
1. Thunder Shirt
Uses gentle, constant pressure to calm dogs.
2. Puzzle Toys
Perfect for keeping pups occupied while you’re out. The tricky treat ball is a particular favourite.
3. Long-lasting Chews
These chews will give your anxious dog something to focus on. Naturally-shed antler chews or a KONG with
frozen peanut butter always works wonders.
4. Comfy Bed
Nothing relaxes a dog like a comfortable place to rest their head. Extra points for supportive memory foam
that’s easy on the joints.
5. Dog Crate
With tons of variety and designs, you’re bound to find the perfect crate for your family. Training is a must, of
course, before you implement the crate with your dog.
The Bottom Line
Lots of change, not enough personal space, and your body language and
stress signals can frighten your dog. The good news is that you can turn it
around! Dogs live in the moment, they always forgive, and they want you to
be happy. It’s just one of the many reasons we love them.

Recommendations made in any of our articles are a guide only
and are not a substitute for responsible veterinary treatment.
IF IN ANY DOUBT GO TO YOUR VET
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OBEDIENCE PERPETUAL TROPHIES 2017
Best Gentleman Handler-Gosnells
2017 Henryk Zakrzewski
Best Lady Handler- Gosnells
2017 Diane Webb
Encouragement Award - Gosnells
2017 Eric Protti and Volscaro Summer Breeze
Best Gentleman Handler- Otago
2017 Walther Groenewald
Best Lady Handler - Otago
2017 Ally Crabtree
Encouragement Award - Otago
2017 Ashley Armstrong and Bronboreo Red Lips
Presidents Cup
2017 Diane Webb and *Sabaranburg Purple Rain AZ VG CW CD RE HTMS
Kalgoorlie Trophy
2017 Diane Webb and *Sabaranburg Purple Rain AZ VG CW CD RE HTMS
Conrick Trophy
2017 Anna Gordon and Volscaro Black Opium
Di Costa and Jansen Trophy
2017 Diane Webb and *Sabaranburg Purple Rain AZ VG CW CD RE HTMS
Norm James Consistency Trophy
2017 Maureen Gellan and Iccara Macallan
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TITLES FOR 2017
CCD
Diane Webb and Sabaranburg Purple Rain
Eddy Ramsden and TCH Adashad Thru To The Keeper
CD
Diane Webb and Sabaranburg Purple Rain AZ BSC HTMS RN
Rally Novice
Rachael Laubsch and CH. Volscaro Lenton Brae AZ BSCL1 EXC CCD ET
TD
Kerrie Pearce and CH. Glenbala Very Vibrant AZ BSCL1
ET
Eric Protti and Volscaro Summer Breeze
Rally Advanced
Diane Webb and Sabaranburg Purple Rain HTMS RN
Rally Advanced Excellent
Wayne Martin and Lashadas Xang Bang AZ BSCL1 Exc CDX RA
TSD
Kerrie Pearce and TCH Alderhaus Unique Udolpho
Eddy Ramsden and TCH Adashad Thru To The Keeper
Kirstie Symons and TCH Ash
TSDX
Kerrie Pearce and TCH Alderhaus Unique Udolpho TSD
Kirstie Symons and TCH Ash TSD
Rally Excellent
Debbie Freegard and CH Hinterhaus French Liaison AZ BSCL1 EXM CD ET
Diane Webb and Sabaranburg Purple Rain HTMS
UD
Peggy Waller and Brooksvale Phanta CDX
OCH
Henryk Zakrzewski and Von Alfstyne Freund Rohan UD
Rally Champion
Diane Webb and Maerceci Uber Magic FSN UD TD RM HTMA
TSCH
Kerrie Pearce and TCH Alderhaus Unique Udolpho TSDX
TSGCH
Kerrie Pearce and TCH TSCH Alderhaus Unique Udolpho
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WEST COAST CHALLENGE SHOW RESULTS
Best In Show – Sensen Mann Yokon (Imp Deu)
Runner Up Best In Show – Hasenway Major Tom (Iid Deu)
Grand Victor – Sensen Mann Yokon (Imp Deu)
Grand Victrix – Swartzlic Fizz Gidget
Challenge Dog SC – Sensen Mann Yokon (Imp Deu)
Challenge Bitch SC – Swartzlic Fizz Gidget
LSC Challenge Dog – Hasenway Major Tom (Iid Deu)
LSC Challenge Bitch – Glenbala Very Vibrant
Puppy Cup Winner – Sheprose Queen Of Hearts
Puppy Cup Runner Up – Adashad Love Child
Best Baby In Show – Hauberk Freya
Runner Up Baby In Show – Grandwest Queen Bee
Best Minor In Show – Sheprose Queen Of Hearts
Best Puppy In Show – Adashad Love Child
Best Junior In Show – Bronboreo Vejaja
Best Intermediate In Show – Volscaro Hypnotic Poison
Best Open In Show – Sensen Mann Yokon (Imp Deu)
Best Show And Obedience In Show – Sabaranburg Purple Rain
Child And Junior Showmanship
Junior (7 To Under 10 Years Of Age)
1st - Rachel Leeder
2nd - Mia Tollarzo
3rd - Alison Shea
Intermediate (10 To Under 13 Years Of Age)
1st - Bradley Leeder
2nd - Mitchell Shea
Senior (13 To Under 18 Years Of Age)
1st - Peyton Burgess

12

13

4 Ways to Stop Accidentally Scaring Your Dog
There are many things universally acknowledged to frighten dogs— vacuum cleaners, thunderstorms, a
world without tennis balls. But did you know that you could be causing stress, fear, and anxiety in your dog
unintentionally?
Even if your dog isn’t having a full-on panic attack, the layers of stress that build up over time can cause
not only behavioural problems, but health problems too.
Take a look at the four biggest ways you could be contributing to your dog’s stress level. By eliminating
these behaviours, you could be adding years to your dog’s life, not to mention developing an even deeper
bond.
1. Ch-ch-ch-ch-changes
Just like our furless children, dogs thrive on consistency and routine. A little change keeps things interesting, sure, but helping your dog feel safe means providing regularly scheduled meals, walks, and playtime.
It’s also important to be consistent with training methods, caregivers, and even house guests. Make sure
your dog has a safe place they can go, like a bed or a crate, when change is afoot.
2. Not Enough Personal Space
Every dog has their “bubble.” This personal space keeps them feeling comfortable around other humans
and dogs. Individual dogs tolerate our affection differently, including our spontaneous hugs, kisses, and
general poking and prodding about the face and neck. These behaviours mean love to us, but they can be
intimidating for dogs. Teaching children to ask permission before approaching a dog is helpful. It’s also
important to understand how much room your dog needs when passing another dog on walks. Don’t force
your way into a dog’s comfort zone if you can avoid it. It’s always best to let the dog come to you to build
trust and respect.
3. Your Body Language
What dogs lack in verbal literacy, they make up for in spades with a deep, acute sense of your conscious
and unconscious body talk. Every day, your dog is taking in your posture and facial expressions, and some
of it may be frightening him.
Did you know? Your dog expects you to adhere to the same code of body language as another dog. This
means no staring, no looming over his head, and no making sudden moves towards his face.
Take a look at his body language, too, for cues about whether he’s feeling scared.
4. Your Stress
She smells your sweat, reads your facial expressions, and hears your racing heartbeat. Yes, your dog
knows when you’ve had a rough day at the office. Even if you don’t mean for it to affect your dog, your
stress might be frightening or unsettling for her. She might believe that she’s causing it, in fact.
Solution? Take a minute for a deep breath, shake off the day, and consciously greet your dog calmly and
joyfully. Dogs are wonderful listeners, so long as they know you aren’t upset at them. (Also, they can’t eat
chocolate, so hey, more for you.) If you’re feeling a little overwhelmed, you can also try some calming techniques or a special day of pampering for you—and your dog!

WHAT WILL SCARE YOUR DOG IS IF YOU RUN
OUR OF HIS OR HER FAVOURITE FOOD!!!!!
CONTACT JOHN CRACE ON
crace.john@gmail.com or 0417 493 110
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Training Report for 2017 Honey Gross-Richardson
Pleasing Growth in Membership!
At a time when there is a world-wide trend for a drop in membership of all club activities, an incredible array of sports and entertainment available to young and old, the dog clubs have amazing success in keeping a stable membership and continuing to fulfill
the needs of the public.
The GSDA of WA has been able to record an increase in membership and offers an invaluable service to the breed and to every
owner, and breeder and exhibitor of the German Shepherd Dog.
The Instructors of the GSDA of WA, are out there, conducting their classes every Sunday morning, with a fair number putting in
extra time and dedication on week days for specialized training for Show, Obedience, DWD and Rally O’ in the evenings, under
our powerful flood lights. We have an average entry of 35 dogs at our Graduations, and for our Obedience trials, around 30
competitors. Our Results are on the Homepage.
Our Instructors, together with Angela Boeyinga, in Sales. And Tamara our trusty Kitchen manager, our Management and Show
Committees, all successfully and harmoniously work together as one many faceted team. It is good to see the cooperation between the various committees, especially our Show and Obedience committee members working together at our main events.
Our Obedience Instructors on the main, work in their set classes for the year, with minor changes as necessitated at our Gosnells Head Quarters in Southern River.
Our Classes are Pre-Kindy for the ages of 8 weeks to 5 months, conducted by Kym Glenny, Senior Instructor of many years’
experience, with Laurel Cowell and Rachael Laubsch assisting.
Advanced Pre-Kindy for Puppies over 5 months and Adults in charge of Karen
Westmacott, who is also a qualified Canine Good Companion Instructor.
Jean McCowan, Senior Trainer, is always ready to assist with handlers that need one on one monitoring and advice on building
up relationships and focus in the beginners’ classes, and both Kym Glenny and Karen Westmacott deal with any dogs that have
special needs and require behaviour shaping.
Kindy Class, is still pretty much family pet training, that is also aiming for precision, from PK to UDX! Here Ian Marr our President, and long term Instructor is showing his expertise in training, a club President still very much in touch with grass roots of club
membership!
Class One, where the best dogs reach a stage almost ready for CCD, has been held by Assistant Head Trainer Iain McIntosh.
CCD Class, where they are coached in Trials Work, is conducted by our Head Trainer
John Glenny who combines the trials handlers Novice through to UD and UDX.
Rally O’ training is in charge of Diane Webb, former Assistant Head Trainer.
Trainers Diane, Kerrie Pearce, Kym, Rachael and Laurel are currently deeply involved in showing and trialling, keeping the
GSDS in the rings and in the ribbons!
At Otago Park, Craigie, our North Of The River Grounds, I conduct all the classes from Pre-Kindy to CCD in two sessions.
Endurance Test: Not a very popular sport with our members since we lost the picturesque venues that we had worked in over
the years, but certainly well loved by members of the Dobermann and Rottweiler Clubs! We, the GSDA of WA are the only club
conducting the ET. Currently we only conduct one ET annually, but I can see that this will most likely change, when the GSDCA
will, under the WUSV harmonization Programme be conducting the ET called Ausdauer Prüfung in German.
The ANKC Rules Changes are creating some interest.
Rally O’ Trials are proving to be very popular, as the reader will see in the Trials
Report.
Dances with Dogs: Never a dull moment, but as far as GSD participation is
concerned, apart from Di Webb’s 2 dazzlers things are quiet on the Western
Front.. With another Rules Change on the way, and discussions for further classes, interest might increase!
TRACKING: Our handlers may train with Track West, of which Rick and I were
Foundation Members, and/or the Advanced Tracking Club, of which we are Patrons.
The C.A.W.A. We have high hopes for the future of the Character And Working Aptitude Test that we plan to conduct 3 times per year, in order for our
Breeder Members to become more acquainted with the concept of some challenging exercises for them to master with their most promising youngsters!
My sincere thanks to the trainers and committee members, helpers and members, who give their combined expertise and love to our club and the German
Shepherd Dog!
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How to Introduce a New Puppy to Your Older Dog
Adopting a new puppy is an exciting time for pet parents! If you have an older dog at home, you might be wondering
how to introduce the new puppy to them. Puppies don’t yet understand the ‘dog world’ as your older dog does. With
some preparation, however, you can make the meeting a success. Here’s how to introduce your two furry family members to each other.
Before the Introduction - Before you bring your new puppy home:
•

Put away your older dog’s favourite chews and toys, to avoid territorial behaviour.

•

Create spaces in your home where both dogs can get away from the other.

•

Purchase separate food dishes to prevent possessive aggression.

•

Ensure both dogs are up-to-date on their vaccinations.

During the Introduction
Your older dog considers your house his house. In order to prevent territorial aggression, find a neutral area to introduce the older dog to the new puppy. Put your older dog on a leash while another person holds the puppy on a leash.
However, let them sniff and meet each other; there’s no need to hold them tightly to your side. You don’t want them to
feel restricted. The initial introduction should be relatively quick. Stay calm throughout. Your dog can sense tension
within you and is more likely to be stressed if you are. Your dog will take your emotions into consideration throughout
the introduction. He looks to you to understand how he should react to a situation.
Entering Your Home
For the first week or two, the older dog and puppy should be continuously monitored to ensure the dogs are comfortable with one another. Follow your older dog’s regular routine. Begin establishing a routine for the puppy as well, to provide necessary structure. Watching your dogs’ body language for the first several weeks will help you gauge how
they’re reacting to one another. If the puppy is young, he may not understand the body language of the adult dog very
well. For instance, the puppy will likely want to engage in playtime even if the older dog is showing signs of discomfort.
What body language should you watch out for?
•

Raised fur on the back of the neck/back

•

Prolonged stares

•

Growling

•

Snarling

•

Display of teeth

•

Hunched back

What Not to Do - What’s off limits?
•

Do not allow the older dog to bully the puppy

•

Do not, ever, allow the two dogs to fight

•

Do not hold the puppy in your arms during the introduction

•

Do not force them to be together

•

Do not allow them to share a crate. Purchase a new crate for the puppy so both dogs have their own space.

What to Do Instead
•

Do allow them to get used to one another at their own pace

•

Do introduce them in a neutral area

•

Do allow them to escape to their crate if desired

•

Do feed them in separate areas

•

Do spend quality time with them separately

•

Do allow them to interact positively if desired

•

Do allow them to play with supervision

•

Do supervise them at all times for the first several weeks

The Takeaway Following the steps above will result in an easier transition for both the puppy and the older dog.
They’re both likely to feel more comfortable with one another and become ‘friends’ faster if you help them get to know
each other comfortably. A peaceful home is good for everyone—human and canine.
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Learn to Read the Magic of Dog Calming Signals
Through their body language, dogs communicate with us and tell us exactly how they’re feeling. As a canine behaviourist, I work with my clients to help them learn their dog’s language so they can respond effectively, and canine calming
signals are one my favourite things to point out.
What Are Dog Calming Signals? - Calming signals are a set of communication skills our dogs have to resolve conflict. In
other words, instead of fighting another dog or predator, they display these signs to help their opponent understand
they’re not interested in conflict. All dogs, regardless of breed, have learned calming signals, but they may be more clear
in some breeds than others. This is thanks to physical characteristics that can make these signs more apparent.
1. Looking Away/ Whale Eye— It’s not always clear whether a dog is asserting himself, scared, or submissive. With the
whale eye (or looking away), this is particularly true. A dog giving the whale eye can quickly become aggressive. However, breaking eye contact is also the most common sign a dog wants to disengage. No matter what, if a dog is giving the
whale eye, the dog needs a break from the situation at hand.
2. Sniffing the Ground—When meeting a new dog or group of dogs, your dog might start sniffing the ground. This is a
way of saying, “I don’t want to fight with you, I just want to do this.”
3. Yawning—A dog who is yawning may just be sleepy. A dog who encounters another dog and begins to yawn, though,
is showing some stress. He’s sending out a non-confrontational signal. Did you know that if your dog mimics your
yawn, it’s the sign of a strong bond between you?
4. Nose Licking—Nose licking is a sign of stress in dogs. If your dog is repeatedly licking his nose, he may be anxious.
You may not notice it, but the probability of another dog noticing it is fairly high.
5. Play Bow— A dog may bow as a calming signal when he meets another dog. In the play bow, he will extend his front
legs and leave his bottom in the air. He may even sway back and forth, indicating he wants to play. Bowing tells the other dog, “Hey, I just want to play!”
Additional Calming Signals
In addition to the above calming signals, you may also notice the following calming signs in your dog:
•

Walking slowly

•

Completely stopping and ‘freezing’

•

Turning the entire body in a different direction from the conflict

•

Sitting down

•

Lifting only one paw

•

Urinating (peeing submissively)



Wagging the tail

When Calming Signals are Used
Calming signals may be used to resolve many different situations, including:
•

When someone is walking toward you and your dog quickly

•

When your dog is meeting a new dog

•

When your dog is meeting a new person

•

When your dog is in a new environment

•

When your dog is confused

•

When there is a loud noise

•

When your dog is tired

•

When your dog feels trapped

Learn the Signals
Whether your dog is meeting your friend’s dog, a new neighbour, or adjusting to a new dog park, keep an eye out for
calming signals.

Help your dog retreat or take a break if it’s needed, but these can also be a good sign that your dog just
wants to be friends.
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Could members please ensure they clean up after their
dogs—we have plenty of bags and deposit bins around
Thank you
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Deepest Sympathies t those members who have
lost their best friend recently

PASSING OF A FRIEND
Sunlight streams through window pane,
unto a spot on the floor...
Then I remember,
it's where you used to lie,
but now you are no more...
Our feet walk down a hall of carpet,
and muted echoes sound...
Then I remember,
it's where your paws
would joyously abound...
A bark is heard along the road
and up beyond the hill,
Then I remember,
it can't be yours....
your golden voice is still...
But I'll take that vacant spot of floor,
and empty muted hall,
lay them with the absent bark,
and unused dish, along the wall...
I'll wrap these treasured memories
in a blanket of my love,
and keep them for my loving friend,
until we meet above.
Author Unknown
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